THE GREAT ADVENTURE

Wendell's William Shakespeare (Dent), and two small
volumes which have been published recently, John
Bailey's Shakespeare (Longmans), and Mr. Mackail's
Approach to Shakespeare (Oxford Press). For bio-
graphies, I have with me Walter Raleigh's brief Life
in the English Men of Letters Series, and the longer
one of Joseph Quincey Adams, A Life of William
Shakespeare (Constable), which saves me the burden
of Sidney Lee's portentous biography. Of books by
foreigners I pack up Schiiking's Character Problems in
Shakespeare*$ Plays (Harrap), and the great volume
of George Brandes, William Shakespeare (Heinemann),
which Professor Herford has described as being, of
all recent books on Shakespeare, c the richest in wit
and temperament, in luminous apergus and dan-
gerous assumptions, in felicitous suggestion and fas-
cinating error.' Of the other books which I have
found useful I give the list in an Appendix.

Ill

What exactly is the debt which we owe to the
critics of Shakespeare, to the great succession of
scholars and investigators who in the last one
hundred and fifty years have so minutely studied
his works ? It is a debt surely beyond almost all
computation. In the first place, there has been that
settlement of the text of the plays which has been
accomplished by successive generations of critics
and scholars, Shakespeare, it has been truly said,
is the only great author since the invention of
printing who stands in the same position as those